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Subsection 7.—Ethnic Groups and Birtliplaces 

Ethnic Groups.—A population made up of diverse ethnic groups gives rise to political, 
social and economic problems quite different in nature from those of one with a more 
homogeneous ethnic composition. These problems are mitigated, however, to the extent 
that certain groups axe more easily integrated than others. It is equally true that the 
different backgrounds of various ethnic groups lend variety and diversity to the national 
life. 

The two baaic groups in the Canadian population are the French and British Isles 
ethnic groups. The influence of the French in Canada covers a longer period and, with 
the exception of the 1921 Census, this group has always exceeded in number any of the 
components of the British Isles ethnic group. 

In 1961, each person was asked the question: "To what ethnic or cultural group did 
you or your ancestor (on the male side) belong on coming to this Continent?". The 
language spoken at the time by the person, or his paternal ancestor, was used as an aid in 
determining the person's ethnic group. The classification is given for 1961 in Table 15 
with comparative figures for 1951 and 1941. Information on ethnic group was not col­
lected in the 1956 or 1966 Censuses. 

15.—Distribution of the Population by Ethnic Group, Census Tears 1941,1951 and 1961 
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Otiier O r l i ^ 
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No. 
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1,267,702 
1,403,974 

75,828 
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11,692 
54,698 
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1,4.39,636 
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170,401 
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p.c. 
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0.1 
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0.3 
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0 7 
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0.1 
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0.7 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 

2.6 
1.2 
0.2 
1.2 


